The English language is a West Germanic language that originated in England. It is the third most common first language (native speakers), with around 402 million people in 2002. English has lingua franca (diplomatic language) status in many parts of the world, due to the military, economic, scientific, political and cultural influence of the United Kingdom in the 18th and 19th centuries and the United States beginning in the 20th century. It is the most widely-learned language among those learning any second language
